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Overall the RFU also has other objectives, such as, providing
leadership and governance, generating revenue and funding to
support the game, invest in their facilities, business activities and
develop elite players for the national sides.

In order for the Oxfordshire RFU Executive to perform efficiently,
we had to ensure that we could agree exactly what we should be
doing to support rugby in Oxfordshire that would shape our activity
identified on our Oxfordshire Planning, Funding and Reporting

(PFR) document.

The RFU has identified their Six Key Drivers for the Community
Game that helps direct the activity of RFU staff, their CBs and the
clubs - plus schools, colleges & universities and referees societies.
In addition, the RFU develops projects targeted at current specific
issues, for example, the retention of particularly 16-24 year olds,
improving club facilities and increasing the number of coaches and
referees for the same reason.

In a similar way, Oxfordshire RFU sees its role as including providing
leadership and governance, generating revenue and funding to
support the game, and develop players giving them the opportunity
to represent their county and hopefully at a higher level.

Partnership is the over-riding key
to developing rugby in Oxfordshire

PRESIDENT'S & CHAIRMAN'S FOREWORD

It is a great honour and privilege to have been elected as County
President. | look forward to meeting as many as possible of

the incredibly large any of volunteers that make rugby happen from
Minis to Vets in Oxfordshire during my terms as President —

Good luck to all our teams, enjoy the season. - Rob Walsh

It is a great privilege to open the inaugural newsletter for
Oxfordshire RFU (ORFU) and share with you some of the exciting
developments and events that are occurring throughout the County
and our clubs. There are many people working, often behind the
scenes, to grow rugby throughout the clubs and teams in Oxfordshire
and we aim to support and assist everyone in this joint endeavour.

In recent years it's probably fair to say that, despite the valiant
efforts of many individuals, the ORFUs support structures have
not delivered all that is required to give our County and clubs the
necessary foundations upon which to build on their commendable
endeavours on the pitch, especially in recent seasons.

The ORFU Executive Committee is currently putting in place a

new structure and robust governance off the pitch to ensure clubs
and the County can continue to build upon recent successes. A
mixture of old and new blood with several new faces joining the
ORFU Executive Committee is now combining well, and there has
been much progress in developing the supporting infrastructure for
ORFU rugby. Rome wasn’t built in a day however, and there remains
much to do in our continual drive to enhance rugby throughout the
County. | would actively ask and encourage anyone that's interested
in getting involved with the ORFU to get in touch - we always
welcome fresh ideas and seek new volunteers to join the Team.

Rugby is a team sport, both on and off the pitch and | very much
look forward to supporting our drive to grow and develop rugby
within Oxfordshire so that everyone can get as much out of the
sport and the wider opportunities it often unlocks. Best of luck to all
teams and clubs for the remainder of this season and into next, and |
look forward to working with you all. - Chris R Skaife
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAKE SURE YOU MARK THEM IN YOUR DIARY!

In Touch (Safeguarding) CPD Workshop

Scrum Factory CPD
Abingdon RUFC
Wednesday 17th January 2018 - 7:00pm

Gosford All Blacks RFC

& Oxfordshire RFU kick-start 2018
with Warrior Camp

Stratfield Brake Sports Ground,
Frieze Way, Kidlington

Saturday 20th January 2018 - 2:00pm

Play It Safe CPD (Safeguarding)
Abingdon RUFC
Wednesday 24th January 2018 - 7:00pm

C.A.R.D.S Coaching CPD
Gosford All Blacks RFC
Thursday 25th January 2018 - 7:00pm

Kids First Refereeing Children CPD Course
Witney RFC
Saturday 27th January 2018 - 9:00am

England Rugby Coaching Award (Level 2)
Oxford University RFC
Sunday 4th February 2018 - 9:00am

Coaching Kicking

in the 15-a-side game CPD

Chipping Norton RUFC

Wednesday 7th February 2018 - 7:00pm

Bucks RFU U20’s v Oxon RFC U20’s
Venue: TBC
Sunday 11th February 2018 - 2:00pm

Oxfordshire RFU Executive Meeting
Holiday Inn, Peartree Roundabout,
Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 8)D
Tuesday 13th February 2018 - 7:30pm

Coaching Ruck & Maul CPD
Faringdon RUFC
Saturday 24th February 2018 - 9:00am

Chinnor RFC
Saturday 24th February 2018 - 9:30am

Oxon RFU U20’s v NLD RFU U20’s
Didcot RUFC
Sunday 25th February 2018 - 2:00pm

Play It Safe CPD (Safeguarding)
Chipping Norton RUFC
Tuesday 27th February 2018 - 7:00pm

Oxfordshire RFU U15’'s
Girls Schools Festival

Gosford All Blacks RFC, Stratfield Brake,
Frieze Way, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1UP

Tuesday 6th March 2018 - 1:00pm

Oxfordshire RFU U18’s

Girls Schools Festival

Chinnor RFC

Thursday 8th March 2018 - 1:00pm

Oxfordshire RFU Executive Meeting
Holiday Inn, Peartree Roundabout,
Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 8JD
Tuesday 13th March 2018 - 7:30pm

Leics RFU U20’s v Oxon RFU U20'’s
Venue: TBC
Sunday 18th March 2018 - 2:00pm

Oxfordshire RFU Executive Meeting
Holiday Inn, Peartree Roundabout,
Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 8)D
Tuesday 10th April 2018 - 7:30pm

U14’s Finals (Cup, Plate & Bowl)
Henley RFC
Sunday 15th April 2018 - Time: TBC

Midi Festival (U11's & U12's)
Oxford RFC
Sunday 15th April 2018 - Time: TBC

Mini Festival (U9’s & U10’s)
Wallingford RC
Sunday 15th April 2018 - Time: TBC

U13’s Festival
Oxford Harlequins RFC
Sunday 29th April 2018 - Time: TBC

Tag Festival (U7's & U8’s)
Gosford All Blacks RFC
Sunday 29th April 2018 - Time: TBC

U16 Finals (Cup, Plate & Bowl)
Venue: TBC
Date: TBC - Time: TBC

Oxfordshire RFU Executive Meeting
Holiday Inn, Peartree Roundabout,
Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 8JD
Tuesday 8th May 2018 - 7:30pm

England Rugby Coaching Award (Level 2)
Oxford University RFC
Tuesday 29th May 2018 - 9:00am

Witney RFC Sevens Festival 2018
Witney RFC
Saturday 9th June 2018 - 10:00am

Oxfordshire RFU Executive Meeting
Holiday Inn, Peartree Roundabout,
Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 8)D
Tuesday 12th June 2018 - 7:30pm

England Rugby Coaching Award (Level 2)
Chinnor RFC
Saturday 16th June 2018 - 9:00am

NatWest RugbyForce Day 1
All Clubs
Saturday 23rd June 2018 - 10:00am

NatWest RugbyForce Day 2
All Clubs
Sunday 24th June 2018 - 10:00am

Abingdon RUFC Sevens
Abingdon RUFC
Saturday 30th June 2018 - 10:00am

For more information please go to: http://oxfordshirerfu.pitchero.com/events/?page=3




2018 OXFORDSHIRE VOLUNTEER
RECOGNITION AWARDS

AND RFU MITSUBISHI MOTORS
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAKR VOLUNTEER RECOGN 1N

Following the success of the last year’s
Oxfordshire Volunteer Recognition lunches

it has been confirmed we will be holding

an event in May 2018 in which nominated
volunteers will be asked to join us for lunch,
an awards ceremony and also a senior girls or
men’s match to watch.

Date for your diary is:
Henley RFC
Saturday 5th May 2018

As always we have asked for feedback and aim to
develop these events further and as such we have
decided to combine the nominations process with
the RFU Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer of the year
nominations, thereby ensuring all Oxfordshire
clubs can submit their volunteers once into the
RFU system for both awards. All nominations
into the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer of the

Year Awards will be added into the Oxfordshire
Volunteer recognition events. The online link to
nominations for the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer
of the Year will open on Tuesday 9th January and
close at midnight on Sunday 25th February 2018.

For more information please go to: http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/volunteers/recognition/how-to-nominate/

THE BRAND NEW
PRESIDENT'S AWARD

Aside from the Oxfordshire RFU Volunteer Recognition Program we also
recognise there are so many great volunteers across our clubs and despite
many efforts to capture as many as possible our events can't cater for
every great cause, so we plan to award President’s Award Certificates
when we visit sites to those volunteers that continue to deliver and
support their clubs whatever the role they do, so please let us know when
visiting your club anyone who deserves to be awarded in this way.




RFU VOLUNTEER
RECOGNITION PROGRAMME

England Rugby and Mitsubishi Motors have developed the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer
Recognition Programme to provide grassroots rugby clubs, Constituent Bodies and the rugby
community with opportunities to recognize and reward the volunteers who make up an
integral part of the game.

There are over 100,000 volunteers who give back to grassroots rugby, week in, week out.
From the kit washers to the line painters and the bus drivers to the tea makers, the game that
we all know and love wouldn’t be the same without the people who work tirelessly behind
the scenes.

Say thank you to the volunteers at your club or organisation who deserve to be
rewarded for their efforts by nominating them for the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer
Recognition Programme.

Please ensure you are getting the most for your Volunteers by looking at the
recognition opportunities and Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer of the year awards:

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION GPPORTUNITIES

Volunteers are one of the most valuable assets of a rugby organisation. They offer time, effort
and expertise and deserve to be recognised and rewarded for their hard work. By entering a
volunteer at your grassroots rugby club, referee society, school, college or university into the
Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Recognition Programme, you are giving them the chance to be
acknowledged with a wide range of unique opportunities. From watching Eddie Jones’ England
team train at the Mitsubishi Motors training facility at Pennyhill Park, to being invited to
attend a recognition lunch hosted by the RFU President at Twickenham Stadium, to receiving
an item from the range of Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Recognition Programme gifts, the
Programme is the perfect way to say thank you.

MITSUBISHI MOTORS VOLUNTEER
OF THE YEAR AWARDS

Do you know a volunteer who has given so much that they deserve to be recognised for their
work at the Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer of the Year Awards?

Outstanding volunteers will be invited to attend one of up to 42 drinks reception events held
at a Mitsubishi Motors dealership in various locations throughout England in April, May and
June 2018 at which exclusive Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Recognition prizes — which include
a Mitsubishi Motors Volunteer Recognition Programme polo shirt — will be awarded along with
a certificate.

One Volunteer of the Year finalist will be selected and announced at each local event. These
42 finalists will then be invited to a black tie awards event at Twickenham Stadium — the
home of England Rugby — on Friday 7th September 2018, where three overall winners will be
announced and will each receive a Mitsubishi vehicle for the year.
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We invite clubs to

share information

and pictures on volunteers
being recognized, share your
experiences so others can learn
more on how to really support
and recognizes volunteers that
are so vital to the continued
playing and ongoing success of
the game.

For more info review the links on England rugby website: http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/volunteers/recognition

Please ensure you have reviewed the Club Benefits Guide — a handy tool for any club
to make sure they are getting the maximum they can for their volunteers.
http://www.englandrugby.com/governance/club-support/promoting-your-club/club-support-resources/#




RECOGNISING ORFU
AND OXFORDSHIRE CLUBS
WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

As we visit all Oxfordshire clubs this season we plan to further
engage and build communications links, all clubs will receive on
this basis a plaque advertising our ongoing desires to work closely
together to grow the game. Any comments on assistance needed
please let us know how we can help and support further.

WORKING CLOSELY WITH
OXFORDSHIRE RFU

TO GROW THE GAME
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OXFORDSHIRE RFU
VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION




RFU TARGETED WORK 2017-2018

These sustainability and growth targets are what
the RFU team are measured on, what we plan for,
and budget accordingly and resource accordingly.
Any queries please speak to Dave Larham (RDO),
Gary Morris (CRC), Nick Todd (CRC).
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DAVE LARHAM GARY MORRIS NICK TODD

For more information please go to: http://oxfordshirerfu.pitchero.com/news/rfu-targeted-work-in-oxfordshire-2017-2018-20659/
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OXFORDSHIRE RUGBY HAS 9 IN THE
FORMAL SOUTH WEST SQUAD

Congratulations to the nine Oxfordshire RFU U18 players who have been selected into the South West England Division playing
squad. South West Division U18'’s will travel to Stourbridge RFC for an England Divisional weekend where the four Divisions
(London & South East, Midlands, North & South West) will play match’s — weekend of 23rd-25th February.

The nine players are:
Toby Robottom: Prop, Chipping Norton School, Chipping Norton RFC Zachary Bischoff: Lock, Magdalen College School

Matthew Wilkinson: Back Row, Waddesdon School, Chinnor RFC Henry Isherwood: Hooker, Abingdon School
Evan Davies: Full Back, Princes Risborough School, Chinnor RFC Cameron King: No 8, St Edwards School
Freddie Holford: Lock, Cokethorpe School, Witney RFC Ben Gordon: Prop, Banbury RFC

Oscar Mackie: Prop, Wood Green School, Witney RFC

ALEC HEPBURN NAMED
IN THE ENGLAND SQUAD

A lad who came through our U17/18’s Youth Development Programme has been named
in the England squad to play Italy. This is wonderful news and is once again of immense
credit to the Oxon Youth Development Programme as a whole. Alec Hepburn, if he
plays, will join Tommy Allen (ltaly) as products of our County programme who have
achieved international honours. Great news!

For further info and background on Alec please contact our 17/18 Youth Director Mike Williams: mikewilliams51@btinternet.com




OXFORD RUGEBY CLUB INSTALLS
DEFIBRILLATOR TO SAVE LIVES
IN NOKTH HINKSEY VILLAGE

A LIFE-SAVING piece of equipment has been installed at a
rugby club to help players and members of the community if
they suffer a cardiac arrest.

Oxford Rugby Club decided to fundraise for a defibrillator after a
group of parents attended a first aid course last year.

Saskya Huggins, first aid co-ordinator for the club’s junior section,
explained the parents had heard how most defibrillators are installed
in memory of someone who has died, but the club wanted to take
action to ensure one was already in place should it ever be needed.

The new piece of equipment, paid for by donations from members,
was unveiled at the club’s ground in North Hinksey village
on Sunday.

A grant from the North Hinksey Parish Council has also allowed for
the purchase of a secure cabinet to house the defibrillator, allowing it
to be used by everyone in the community, even when the club

is shut.

Ms Huggins said: “When someone has a cardiac arrest, the quicker
resuscitation starts, the better their chances of survival, so we were
keen to get a defibrillator on-site.

“Thanks to generous donations from club members we were able to
purchase one and we were thrilled when the parish council agreed to
purchase a cabinet.

“We hope it isn't needed, but it is reassuring to know it is there just
in case”.

Sudden cardiac arrest can strike without warning, regardless of a
person’s age. A defibrillator provides a high energy electric shock to
the heart through the chest wall to someone who is in cardiac arrest.

The NHS has warned that the chances of a person’s survival
decreases rapidly by up to 10 per cent per minute’s delay in
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starting resuscitation. The machines are all automated and easy
to use.

Chairman of North Hinksey Parish Council, David Kay, said:"Last
year the parish council identified the provision of publicly accessible
defibrillators throughout the parish as an important facility to
ensure the well-being of local residents.

“When the rugby club requested a grant to buy a secure cabinet for
the defibrillator they were obtaining we responded with enthusiasm
as it seemed an ideal location within the village.

“The parish council has also already installed a defibrillator at the
Louie Memorial Pavilion, and another unit will be added in the
shopping precinct off West Way when the redevelopment works
there allow that to happen.”

South Central Ambulance Service keeps a register and a 999-call
centre operative can direct callers to their nearest defibrillator
or details can be found on the Save A Life app, which can be
downloaded to smartphones.

DOWNLOAD OUR 2017-18 HANDBGOOK

http://oxfordshirerfu.pitchero.com/page/contacts/oxfordshire-rfu-handbook-2017-2018/oxfordshire-rfu-handbook-2017-2018-12755/
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