
[image: Image result for rfu logo]

Oxfordshire RFU


Handbook for Junior U15 Boys
County Competition


2021/2022



[image: C:\Users\Pumpkin\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\OXrfuBull2014.jpeg.jpg]

Revision 1.3
1. Competition format
The competition format will be home and away pool stages followed by a knock-out competition to determine the County Cup, Plate and Trophy finalists. 

There is no limit on the number of clubs who can enter. The competition format will be designed around the final team count.

The design point for this competition is to maximise the number of children playing competitive rugby in Oxfordshire and as such there are additional regulations covering player numbers so that smaller clubs are not disadvantaged. 

1.1. Competition Entrants 
For this season, the teams entering are:

Group 1			Group 2

	Pool A
	 
	Pool B

	Banbury
	 
	Chinnor

	Bicester
	 
	Didcot

	Chipping Norton
	 
	Faringdon

	GAB
	 
	Henley

	Grove
	 
	Oxford / Abingdon

	Oxford Harlequins
	 
	Wallingford

	Witney
	 
	 



For this season only there will be no fee for entry as the fees for season 2019/20 were not used.


1.2 JCC (Junior Competition Coordinator)

Your JCC is:		Jane Weaver (joint chair of competitions for Oxfordshire RFU)

Email:			ORFUCompetitions@outlook.com	
Mobile:			07808 950198
Address:		Cadbold Farmhouse, Pillerton Priors, Warwickshire, CV35 0PQ

Joint chair (and responsible for fixtures, results, tables, and regulations) is Paul Weaver as above.

1.3 WhatsApp group

As a condition of entry each team must provide the mobile number of a team admin or coach who will act as the focal point for the club. This person will be responsible for reporting results or communicating other issues with fixtures (e.g., waterlogged pitches). The contact information should be sent to the number above and sending it confirms permission for use under GDPR regulations. Note (from the 2022/3 season onwards) that this information will be automatically shared with all other club focal points (within this competition only) to allow the required coordination of fixtures.



1.4 Covid regulation changes

If the RFU changes the regulations for play temporarily then that change will take precedence over these regulations. This will only be for the time that the RFU has issued that change unless such restriction would impact on scoring in which case the temporary change in regulations remains in effect until the semi-finals. For example, a reduction in squad size or scrum changes would only remain in effect whilst the RFU has altered the regulations but a restriction on kicking for extra points would remain in place until the semi-finals to ensure fair comparison between all of the results. The JCC will confirm, as appropriate, how any Covid-19 modified regulations will be applied throughout the competition. 
2. Fixtures 

2.1 The fixtures for the competition can be found below. 

	Fixtures
	Home
	 
	Away
	 

	10-Oct-21
	Banbury
	 
	Oxford Harlequins
	 

	 
	Bicester
	 
	Grove
	 

	 
	Chipping Norton
	 
	GAB
	 

	07-Nov-21
	GAB
	 
	Bicester
	 

	 
	Grove
	 
	Banbury
	 

	 
	Oxford Harlequins
	 
	Witney
	 

	 
	Didcot
	 
	Chinnor
	 

	 
	Faringdon
	 
	Wallingford
	 

	 
	Henley
	 
	Oxford / Abingdon
	 

	28-Nov-21
	Bicester
	 
	Witney
	 

	 
	Chipping Norton
	 
	Oxford Harlequins
	 

	 
	GAB
	 
	Grove
	 

	 
	Faringdon
	 
	Henley
	 

	 
	Wallingford
	 
	Chinnor
	 

	 
	Didcot
	 
	Oxford / Abingdon
	 

	09-Jan-22
	Grove
	 
	Chipping Norton
	 

	 
	Oxford Harlequins
	 
	Bicester
	 

	 
	Witney
	 
	Banbury
	 

	23-Jan-22
	Chipping Norton
	 
	Banbury
	 

	 
	GAB
	 
	Witney
	 

	 
	Grove
	 
	Oxford Harlequins
	 

	 
	Wallingford
	 
	Henley
	 

	 
	Didcot
	 
	Faringdon
	 

	 
	Chinnor
	 
	Oxford / Abingdon
	 

	06-Feb-22
	Oxford Harlequins
	 
	GAB
	 

	 
	Witney
	 
	Chipping Norton
	 

	 
	Banbury
	 
	Bicester
	 

	 
	Henley
	 
	Chinnor
	 

	 
	Oxford / Abingdon
	 
	Faringdon
	 

	 
	Wallingford
	 
	Didcot
	 

	13-Mar-22
	Witney
	 
	Grove
	 

	 
	Banbury
	 
	GAB
	 

	 
	Bicester
	 
	Chipping Norton
	 

	 
	Oxford / Abingdon
	 
	Wallingford
	 

	 
	Chinnor
	 
	Faringdon
	 

	 
	Henley
	 
	Didcot
	 







	Semi Finals
	Match 
	Home
	 
	Away
	 

	27-Mar-22
	A
	Winner Pool A
	 
	Runner Up Pool B
	 

	 
	B
	Winner Pool B
	 
	Runner Up Pool A
	 

	 
	C
	3rd Pool A
	 
	4th Pool B
	 

	 
	D
	3rd Pool B
	 
	4th Pool A
	 

	 
	E
	5th Pool A
	 
	Sixth Pool B
	 

	 
	F
	5th Pool B
	 
	6th Pool A
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Finals
	 
	"Home"
	 
	"Away"
	 

	24-Apr-22
	Cup
	Winner Match A
	 
	Winner Match B
	 

	 
	Plate
	Winner Match C
	 
	Winner Match D
	 

	 
	Shield
	Winner Match E
	 
	Winner Match F
	 




The finals will be held at Oxford Harlequins and it is expected that the U15 finals will be scheduled for the afternoon (Shield, Plate and finally Cup).
3. Referees 
The home team is responsible for arranging referee to officiate games. The Oxfordshire Society has a list of all fixtures and will make an appointment wherever possible. It is the home team’s responsibility (up to and including semi-finals) to ensure that an appointment is made and that the referee is familiar with the appropriate age-related amendments to the Laws. If the Oxfordshire Society is unable to provide a referee a suitable, qualified, and ideally independent alternative may be appointed by the home team. You can book a referee by using the “Who’s the ref” website: https://www.whostheref.com/db_admin/index.php 
Failing this, both teams must provide a referee from their coaching staff, officiating one half each.

The JCC will organise referees for the finals.

4. Match Results & Publication 
The result should be agreed by both head coaches and the referee after the match. The HOME team is responsible for letting the JCC know the match result within 24 hours (but ideally immediately) of the match being played (via WhatsApp). The score should include both points scored and the number of tries for both teams (see also 5.10). In the event of a dispute the match referee(s) will be contacted by the JCC and based upon the information provided the JCC decision will be final.  

This requirement is to allow the timely publication of results, tables, and any follow-on knockout fixtures to all competitors. A reminder will be sent by the JCC after 24 hours to both teams, scores not reported within 48 hours of the match will be recorded as 0-20 (with no bonus point awarded). The results and tables will be published on the ORFU website and/or emailed to all head coaches.

5. Competition Rules 
5.1. Agreed changes to the fixture list (both clubs and the JCC) will be finalised no later than the evening of the 8th of September. 
5.2. After that date, the only legitimate reasons for further date changes will be if Oxon County (or club DPP) set up an unscheduled match, or if on the day the weather renders the pitch unplayable. The new date should be reasonably agreed between clubs and the Oxon RFU JCC and should be before the next published cup date (unless the JCC agrees otherwise). If the new match date cannot be agreed, it will be recorded as 0-0 with no points awarded to either side but will not count as a forfeited game. 
5.3. Games will be forfeited by clubs who cannot raise a side on the set date, or such modified date as is agreed, unless the club who is let down is prepared to reschedule (also see 5.4). There is no obligation on the part of a club let down to agree to reschedule although the Oxon RFU position is that the competition is for games to be played, not forfeited, and hence all are urged to try to work together to get matches on. The penalty for the first (and only allowable) forfeit in the group stage is a 20-0 loss to the team unable to raise a side (with no bonus points awarded). 

5.4. HOWEVER: If a club can field 10+ players then the game should be played; the opposition would also then field the same number but still have the full allowance of substitutes (see also 5.15 below). Failure by the larger team to reduce their numbers will automatically result in a 20-0 win (no bonus points) for the team with less players. If the smaller team’s numbers go below 10, then the result will be recorded at the point when the smaller team can no longer field at least 10.
5.5. If a side has not got an experienced front row either at the start of the game (in which case the club should inform their opponents at the earliest opportunity, ideally days before) or during it then uncontested scrums must be instituted. The end of game score will stand. 
5.6. Up to seven named replacements are allowed; As per the RFU continuum Regulation 15, Appendix 2, Paragraph 1, rolling substitutions are permitted. A player who has been substituted may replace any player, whether or not that player has been injured. For the avoidance of doubt, substituted players may return to the field later in the game. All substitutes, players substituted and loan players, must play for at least half of the match unless injured (this does not have to be in a single appearance but must add up to at least half the match).
5.7. If a match has commenced but injury forces one team to reduce their number of “on field” players then, if all non-injured players from the smaller team are on the field, the other team must likewise reduce their number of “on field” players to match their opponents. Failure by the larger team to reduce their numbers will automatically result in a 20-0 win (with no bonus points) for the team with less players.
5.8. The duration of matches will be 30 minutes each way for a total of 60 minutes. 
5.9. During the pool stages, 4 match points will be awarded for a win, 2 for a draw, 0 for a loss with 1 additional bonus point for scoring at least 4 tries. A losing team will be awarded 1 bonus point if they lose by 5 points or less or score at least 4 tries (a maximum of 1 bonus point is awarded). No losing or try bonus points will be awarded to either team in respect of a forfeited match.
5.10. Should one side lead by a difference of 42 points or more the score at that time will be recorded as the result [the “Mercy Rule”]. The score at that point must be agreed by the referee and both head coaches and reported as the result. Any points beyond a difference of 42 will not be counted when calculating the table. The match should normally continue thereafter as a friendly (as agreed between the coaches and the referee). 
5.11. At the end of the pool stage positions will be determined, in order, by 1) pool points accumulated, including bonus points; 2) points difference; 3) points for; 4) head-to-head results; 5) tries scored in head-to-head matches; 6) total tries scored. 
5.12. The semi-finals (where played) and final will be a one match knock-out and if the scores are tied at the end of normal time an additional 10 minutes of play is allowed. The first team to score a try within this additional time wins (“golden try”). Should this not provide resolution then (in the case of the semi-final) the away team would win or (in the case of the final) a coin toss will decide the winner (alphabetically second team calls).
5.13. Players cannot be over aged, based on 1st September criteria. As outlined by the RFU Continuum section 15.3.5, a player may play up one age group older provided; a) consent is obtained from the parents, guardians or carers of the player, and b) an appropriate assessment is carried out by the club and maintained on file for review if requested. (Best practice on carrying out an appropriate assessment is set out by the RFU at www.rfu.com/Regulation15Guidance).

5.14. Only players registered for their club who have paid the season’s subscriptions can play in cup games. 
5.15. To maximise the number of “15 a side” matches a player may play for another club in this competition subject to the following conditions:
· [bookmark: _Hlk518829814]A player may only play once in any given round of the competition (this includes for their home club) but may play for any club in the next round of the competition.
· A club may loan any number of players in a round but only a maximum of three to any other club (e.g., club A offers 4 players on loan but only a maximum of 3 may play for club B and the other(s) must play for club C).
· The owning club head coach must give permission for the player to go “on loan”.
· The player must be from a club listed in 1.1 above.

5.16. Team sheets, showing player registration data printed from the RFU GMS website must be brought to Cup matches. This will only be reviewed if the opposition raises a doubt of eligibility. Any disputes must be referred to the ORFU JCC with copies of the team lists supplied with the details of the dispute. 
5.17. Games should normally start at 11:00 after 60 minutes warmup. If this is not possible (due to pitch availability) then the home side can specify a different time (on the same day) with a kick-off no later than 15:00. If the away side say they cannot play they must forfeit the points (a 20-0 win to the home team with no bonus point). If the allocated Sunday is not practical the home team are encouraged to explore floodlit evening matches or (by mutual agreement) to play the match before a senior game on a Saturday.
5.18. If any team forfeits two or more matches in the group stage, then they will be eliminated from the competition and the table recalculated without their results being included. They may still complete remaining fixtures as friendlies subject to the agreement of the other teams they are due to play.
5.19. Each competition will have a trophy to keep for the winning team and all finalists will receive a medal.

6. Disputes
 
In the very unlikely event that a dispute arises between teams then the matter should be referred as soon as possible to the JCC by email. If possible, the JCC will adjudicate based upon the above or refer to the Oxon RFU Board or Oxfordshire Referees Society if further guidance is needed. The maximum sanction will be the award of a 20-0 (no bonus point) win for the team transgressed against. In all circumstances the decision of the JCC will be final.



Amended: 11th August 2021


ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE – This page does not form part of the competition regulations.
Referees:
Experience has shown that there are not enough referees to cover the whole of the junior competitions. In discussion with the OSRFR there is some funding available for clubs to receive level 1 and level 2 refereeing training. Additionally, there is a junior whistlers programme to allow current young players to learn more about the laws and qualify as a L1/2 referee (they can then referee up to the year below their age group).  If you are interested complete the form at the following link: 
https://www.oxfordshirerugbyreferees.co.uk/join-us
or ask the JCC to put you in contact with the OSRFR. Our son has done the junior whistlers programme and highly recommends it to others of his age group.
Score reporting:
Please can the home team get the results back via WhatsApp – ideally as soon as the match is over:
	Team
	# Tries
	# Conversions
	Total Points

	Home
	
	
	

	Away
	
	
	



NB: the points difference in the table will be no more than 42 points, but we will do that adjustment – please just record the points at the time in the match where the 42-point difference was matched or exceeded. E.g., home team score 8 tries and 2 conversions (for a total of 44) and away team have not replied – this should be reported as 44-0 which the JCC will adjust to 42-0. We do need to see the number of tries for the potential bonus point so please do not just send the score.
Remembrance Sunday:
Typically, we get allocated a competition day on the nearest Sunday to November 11. If you have a match scheduled for this date, please discuss with your opponent about player availability and consider moving the match to the afternoon or an alternative date.
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