
OXFORDSHIRE RFU

DATE FESTIVAL/FINAL LOCATION

SUNDAY 24 MARCH U9/U12/U13 FESTIVAL WALLINGFORD

SUNDAY 7 APRIL U10 FESTIVAL OXFORD HARLEQUINS

SUNDAY 14 APRIL U11 FESTIVAL GROVE

WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL VETS CUP & SHIELD ABINGDON

SUNDAY 21 APRIL U14/U15S BOYS FINALS OXFORD

SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER U7/U8 FESTIVAL FARINGDON

OCTOBER 2023

SELECTION FOR SOUTH WEST U20S

RECOGNITION EVENING AT TWICKENHAM

WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT STANLEY DEELEY (BICESTER RUFC) HAS
MADE IT INTO THE FINAL SOUTH WEST SQUAD OF 23 THAT WILL GO ON
AND REPRESENT THE SOUTH WEST COUNTIES SQUAD IN THE UP AND
COMING GAMES AFTER A SUCCESSFUL TRIAL

ALEX BOND & LISA FINCKEN - CHINNOR RFC THAME

STARTING WITH AN AMAZING LUNCH AT TWICKENHAM, WE ENJOYED
A FANTASTIC Q&A SESSION WITH KATY DALEY-MCLEAN MBE AND
NICK HEATH, WE WENT ON TO GO BEHIND THE SCENES WITH A
PITCH SIDE TOUR, A  CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION AND GALA DINNER
(WITH ALEX PAYNE AS COMPARE) AND ACCOMMODATION! LISA AND
I WERE BOTH STRUCK AT THE QUALITY OF THE VOLUNTEERS AND
STAFF WE MET AT TWICKENHAM. IT WAS IMPRESSIVE TO SEE WHAT
OTHER PEOPLE AND CLUBS ARE DOING. WE ALL VOLUNTEER FOR
THE LOVE OF THE GAME, BUT IT WAS A PRIVILEGE TO BE
RECOGNISED, SO THANK YOU FOR YOUR PART IN THE PROCESS. 

FESTIVAL & COUNTY FINALS ALLOCATIONS 2024 U18 COUNTY SELECTION

We held a fantastic
assessment session for our

U18s recently. Thanks to
our Oxfordshire clubs for
nominating just over 60

players. Thanks also to all
the players who took part. 

We will be shortly
announcing the squad
who play Warwickshire

RFU U18s on the 5th
November 



OXFORDSHIRE RFU
OCTOBER 2023

1. WHAT IS YOUR ROLE IN THE CB?

HEAD/LEAD/CHAIR OF GIRLS AGE GRADE RUGBY 

2. WHAT MAKES YOU LOVE RUGBY AND ANY BACKGROUND INFO? 

I THINK IT’S HARD NOT TO LOVE RUGBY ONCE YOU’VE BECOME
PART OF THE COMMUNITY & FAMILY THAT GOES WITH BEING PART
OF A GRASSROOTS CLUB. 

MY LOVE OF THE GAME WAS BORN FROM SEEING THREE OF MY
DAUGHTERS START PLAYING & I’VE BEEN HOOKED EVER SINCE!!!
THE FRIENDS WE’VE ALL MADE & MEMORIES WE’VE BUILT
TRAVELLING TO DIFFERENT CLUBS ACROSS THE COUNTRY IS
WHAT MAKES IT SO SPECIAL. 

3. WHAT'S YOUR EARLIEST MEMORY OF RUGBY AND WHAT?

TAKING ONE OF MY DAUGHTERS TO HER FIRST FIXTURE AT U13S.  
THERE WAS ONLY 7 OF THEM IN THE TEAM & THE WEATHER WAS
ABSOLUTELY HORRENDOUS BUT THEY LOVED EVERY MINUTE & I
THINK FROM THAT DAY I WAS PRETTY CERTAIN THAT RUGBY WAS
GOING TO PLAY A BIG PART IN OUR LIVES. 

4. HAVE YOU GOT ANY FAVOURITE MOMENTS TO SHARE ?

SO MANY!!!!  BEING PART OF THE NEW ERDPP SET UP & SEEING SO MANY AMAZING
PLAYERS & COACHES COME TOGETHER FROM ACROSS THE COUNTY FOR A NEW
PROGRAMME WAS PRETTY SPECIAL. 

WITNESSING HOW WELL OUR U18S COUNTY SQUAD PERFORMED DESPITE THE
CHALLENGES AROUND PLAYER NUMBERS WAS ANOTHER HIGHLIGHT.  THEY WERE ALL
AMAZING & THEIR DETERMINATION & RESILIENCE WAS A CREDIT TO THE COUNTY.  IT’S
HUGELY BENEFICIAL FOR THE GIRLS TO HAVE THESE KINDS OF EXPERIENCES & PLAY
RUGBY & MAKE FRIENDS OUTSIDE OF THEIR CLUB ENVIRONMENT. 

ON A CLUB LEVEL IT HAS TO BE OUR GIRLS EVENT WHERE WE HAD FOUR RED ROSES,
MARLIE PACKER, ZOE HARRISON, BRYONY CLEALL & ROSIE GALLIGAN COME & DO A
TRAINING SESSION WITH THE SQUAD. WE HAD OVER 80 GIRLS IN ATTENDANCE & THE
BUZZ AT THE CLUB WAS UNBELIEVABLE. IT WAS JUST SUCH A GREAT NIGHT. 

5. WHAT DOES SUCCESS LOOK LIKE IN THE CB ROLE YOU PLAY?

I THINK FUNDAMENTALLY IT WOULD BE TO SEE A HEALTHY GROWTH OF THE GIRLS
GAME ACROSS THE COUNTY.  ANYONE WHO IS INVOLVED WITH THE FEMALE GAME IS
AWARE OF THE CHALLENGES AROUND PLAYING NUMBERS & RECRUITMENT.  WE NOW
HAVE SOME GREAT PEOPLE ACROSS THE COUNTY LEADING IN THE GIRLS SECTIONS &
TRYING TO GROW THE NUMBERS THEY HAVE & I’M REALLY KEEN TO SUPPORT THAT IN
ANYWAY I CAN. 

I AM ALSO LOOKING FORWARD TO PROMOTING & SUPPORTING THE PATHWAY
PROGRAMMES WE HAVE IN PLACE.  WITH OUR ERDPP, U18S COUNTY & COFE
PROGRAMS FIRMLY IN PLACE IT WOULD ALSO BE GREAT TO SEE SOME OF THESE
PLAYERS PROGRESSING THROUGH TO PLAY WITH OUR COUNTY WOMEN’S SQUAD IN
THE FUTURE. 

LISA FINCKEN
With the new season fast approaching, we are

pleased to advise a new county wide initiative for our
rugby community.

 
Your Secretary should have received a letter from the

Oxfordshire Rugby PIN Point Trust together with a
couple of laminated information sheets giving details

of the Trusts activities, how it could assist your
members in the case of injury and how your club

might help it in sustaining its future. The Charity is
very much about offering financial help and

assistance in cases of hardship where a player, coach
or volunteer is perhaps injured or otherwise in

difficulties and in need of financial support whether
directly or indirectly.

 
The key theme is “Helping hand For Players In Need”

 
Your club representative to the County, at the last
Clubs' meeting, were given a presentation on the
activities of the Trust, how to access support and
how your club might assist in its future. The Trust
and the objectives enjoys the full full support of

Oxfordshire RFU and we hope you will help in the
first instance by advertising its existence by placing
the information sheets prominently on your notice

boards for your members to see.
 

The Trust’s web site will go live shortly and the link
for further information and application form is

 
oxfordshirerugbypinpointtrust.org.uk

 
With best wishes for the new season

KEVIN ROBINSON - PIN POINT TRUST 

SEND - DISABILITY INCLUSION
AWARENESS INITATIVE

In August we proudly aided in hosting a disability
inclusion awareness course delivered by Access
SporT and hosted by Gosford All Blacks. It was

WELL attended by coaches and volunteers from
across Oxfordshire RFU, including Witney RFC

and Wallingford RFC.

For more information to launch or get involved in
SEND initiatives in Oxfordshire please make

contact with your club county representative 

http://oxfordshirerugbypinpointtrust.org.uk/


OXFORDSHIRE RFU

Women’s Rugby Development Network Meetings

Monday 4th December - 7:00-8:30pm 

Monday 12th February - 7:00-8:30pm 

Monday 8th April - 7:00-8:30pm 

OCTOBER 2023

Girl’s Rugby Development Network Meetings

Monday 11th December - 7:00-8:30pm 

Monday 12th February - 8:30-10:00pm

Monday 8th April - 8:30-10:00pm 

ROUND 3

SATURDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2024
IRELAND V WALES
AVIVA STADIUM, DUBLIN
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

SCOTLAND V ENGLAND
SCOTTISH GAS MURRAYFIELD
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2024
FRANCE V ITALY
DECATHLON ARENA, LILLE
KICK-OFF: 3:00PM

ROUND 4

SATURDAY 9TH MARCH 2024
ITALY V SCOTLAND
STADIO OLIMPICO, ROME
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

ENGLAND V IRELAND
TWICKENHAM STADIUM, LONDON
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

SUNDAY 10TH MARCH 2024
WALES V FRANCE
PRINCIPALITY STADIUM, CARDIFF
KICK-OFF: 3:00PM

ROUND 5

SATURDAY 16TH MARCH 2024
WALES V ITALY
PRINCIPALITY STADIUM, CARDIFF
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

IRELAND V SCOTLAND
AVIVA STADIUM, DUBLIN
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

FRANCE V ENGLAND
GROUPAMA STADIUM, LYON
KICK-OFF: 8:00PM

MEN’S SIX NATIONS

ROUND 1 

FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2024
FRANCE V IRELAND
ORANGE VÉLODROME, MARSEILLE
KICK-OFF: 8:00PM

SATURDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2024
ITALY V ENGLAND
STADIO OLIMPICO, ROME
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

WALES V SCOTLAND
PRINCIPALITY STADIUM, CARDIFF
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

ROUND 2

SATURDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2024
SCOTLAND V FRANCE
SCOTTISH GAS MURRAYFIELD
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

ENGLAND V WALES
TWICKENHAM STADIUM, LONDON
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

SUNDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2024
IRELAND V ITALY
AVIVA STADIUM, DUBLIN
KICK-OFF: 3:00PM

ROUND 3

SATURDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2024
IRELAND V WALES
AVIVA STADIUM,
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

SCOTLAND V ENGLAND
SCOTTISH GAS MURRAYFIELD
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2024
FRANCE V ITALY
DECATHLON ARENA, LILLE
KICK-OFF: 3:00PM

ROUND 4

SATURDAY 9TH MARCH 2024
ITALY V SCOTLAND
STADIO OLIMPICO, ROME
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

ENGLAND V IRELAND
TWICKENHAM STADIUM,
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

SUNDAY 10TH MARCH 2024
WALES V FRANCE
PRINCIPALITY STADIUM,
KICK-OFF: 3:00PM

ROUND 5

SATURDAY 16TH MARCH 2024
WALES V ITALY
PRINCIPALITY STADIUM,
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

IRELAND V SCOTLAND
AVIVA STADIUM, DUBLIN
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

FRANCE V ENGLAND
GROUPAMA STADIUM, LYON
KICK-OFF: 8:00PM

WOMEN’S SIX NATIONS

ROUND 1

SATURDAY 23RD MARCH 2024
FRANCE V IRELAND
ORANGE VÉLODROME, MARSEILLE
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

WALES V SCOTLAND
PRINCIPALITY STADIUM, CARDIFF
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

SUNDAY 24TH MARCH 2024
ITALY V ENGLAND
STADIO OLIMPICO, ROME
KICK-OFF: 3:00PM

ROUND 2

SATURDAY 30TH MARCH 2024
SCOTLAND V FRANCE
SCOTTISH GAS MURRAYFIELD
STADIUM, EDINBURGH
KICK-OFF: 2:15PM

ENGLAND V WALES
TWICKENHAM STADIUM, LONDON
KICK-OFF: 4:45PM

SUNDAY 31ST MARCH 2024
IRELAND V ITALY
AVIVA STADIUM, DUBLIN
KICK-OFF: 3:00PM
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